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tion with a like committee on "the part of
the House, they performed the duty assigned
them, and were informed by the Governor
that he would reply to the committee in
writing during the day and before 5 o'clock
P, M. D. B. CuLBersox,
f.. D. BravLey,
Geo. B, -ERraTh,
: © . Commitiec.
On motion of Senator Ermth, the Senate
adljourped until 10 o’cleck A, M: to-morrow.

¥

SECOND DAY, .
-_ . SuNATE CHANBER, 1

AusTIN, January 14, 1874, )\

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
Roll called; guorum present. Prayer hy

1he chaplain. " Jourhak of yesterday read

and adopted. :

Senator Ledbetter presented certiticate of
clection of T. (i. Davidson, Senator cleet
from the Sisteenth District; also a cominu-
nication from said T. G. Davidson,, declin-
ing to qualify as such. Certificateand com-

“ munication read, and on motinn of Scrator

Dillard: was referred to Committee on Priv-
ileges and Elections.

Special joint committee to confer with his
Excellency the Governor made the follow-
ing report:

Uon. John Irelund, President or the Scuute:

Your committee appointed to wait upon
his Excellency the Governor and :inform
him of the organization of the Fourteenth
Legislature, have to report that they arenot
ready to make n final report of their action.
The Governor will submit to your commit.

tee his reply, in writing, by 12 o'clock to- |
day, after which the committee will make

a final report. .
D. B. CrLiERsON,
L. . BrRADLEY,
Gro. B. Enar.
On.anotion of Nenator Wood, the Senate
adjourned until 3o’cloek v, .

AFTERNOON SESSION,

Renatle met pursuant {o
Roll ealled ; quorum present.

Benator Culberson, on part of the speciul
committee, reported ns follows:
Hon. John Irveland, President of' the Senule:

Your committee appointed to wait upon
the Governor and inform him of the organ-
ization of the Fourteenth Legislature, have
to roport that the answer of the Governor
to tho verbal communications of your com-
mittee, acting with a like committeo on the
part of the House, was roeceived to-lay at
12 o'clock, w., nand veur committee here-
with submit to the Senste a copy of  said

wdjournment.

*| decision of the Supreme C

answer, the e:iginal having bLeen transmit-
ted to thie House by its committee.
D. B. CULBERSOX,
L. . BRADLEY,
Gro. B. EraTH,
« Conumittec,

EXecurive OFrrcey

ACsTIN, TEXAS, January 13, 1874. \
(entlemen: In reply to your verbal com-
! munication made ine to-day, I have to statc
that ¥ do not think it advisable, or for the
public good, that I should disregard the
‘ourt made recent-
ly, touching the late elcction, by officially

-1 recognizing the gentlemen you represent as
g g gen Yy P

being the constitutionally clected Fourteenth
Legislature. . :

It scems to the that there is sf(ﬁsf{aetter
solution of this present difficulty)than that
the Governor and those claiming to he the
elected Legislature should joimtly combine
to ovcrride the judiciary and disregard
their “construction of the Constitution. 1

door open for dangercus uncertainty in the
future, both i the matter of authority to
enact the legistation that may be proposed
by the gentlemen you represent, and the
mggter of Constitutional cxistence of the
higt\est tribunal of our State. There
may be found two Supreme  Courts and

It is even now claimed ULy some. that the
Thirteenth Legislature is at present the
only legaily existing Legislature, and that

provide for- this emergency. It will then
be only, after all, a scttlemeant brought
about by a species of revolution or violence
as against the court making the decision.

It i3 true, it is easy cnough, and it seems
‘the simplest solution of the present diffi-
culty, that we should jointly adopt that
course, asthe Supreme Court has no way of
enforcing its decisions as against the Execu-
tive and Legislature combined, but I.con-
sider that in this case the casiost course is
not one that T would like to be a party to.
T will he happy to join you aud the gentle-
men you represent in applying the prompt-
cest and most feasible remedy in this diffi-
culty. It has heen repeatedly hield that the
recognition of Congress and the Executive
of the United States willsctile ihe question
as to what hody of men constitute tho Leg-
isliture, and which is the proper State gov-
crnment.
accopted by all.

I am more free to act with independence
in securing, with you or thoso gentlemen,
that sort of solution, hecause I foel myself
entiraly disinterested herein, 1 accept tho
clection, whether constitutional or not, as
conclusive against. myself, and will in no
cvent continue to elercise the functions of

must believe that such course will leave the

cven two Legislatures claiming authority.-

it only can constitutionally convene and -

This may afford a solution toshe

.“_.“
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" the oftice-I hold beyond iy constitutional

term of four years.
Very respectfully, R
Ensmuap J. pAvis, Governor.
1lon. B. . Errersox and other gentlemen
of committees, present.

Senator Dillard offere:l the following
resolution: :

Resolved, That a committee of three, to
act with a like committee from the Ilouse,
be appointed by the Senate, to take into
consideration the answer ofthe Governor to
the committee ef the Senate and- Iouse,
and to report what action is proper and ne-
cessary to be taken upon the same. )

On motion of Senatur Dillard, the Senate
wenf into execulive session. . '

Senator Flanagan moved that the execu-
tive.session do now risé.- Carried.

Senator Friend. -offered the following
amendment : .

“‘And that said committee report at 8 v. M.
this day.” Lost.

Resolution adopted. and Senators Diltard,
Ball and Woad., were appointed as said
committee. . :

A message from the House was aunounced,
stating that the lIouse had appointed a
committee of five, consisting of Represen-
tatives Epperson, Barziza, Harris;, Dclaney
and Sayers, to act with a committee from
the Secnate, to take into consideration the
answer ot the Goyernor, and to report as
carly as practicabfe. - -

Senator Wond oflered the following reso-.

lution:

Resoleed. That  Senator. Irelund, Presi-
dent pro ten, and Senator Culberson, be ad-
ded to the joint committee to take into
consideration the Giovernor's answer to the
committee notifying him of the organization
of the Fourteenth Legislature. Adopted.

(Senator Swift in the Chair.)

Senator Dillard offered the following res-
olution:

Resolved, Thnt the secretary of the
Senate be, and is hereby, empowered to
purchase such necessary stationery, consist-
ing of pens, paper, ink, inkstands, cn-
velopes, ete., which he may deem nccessary
for the use of the Henate for at least three
weeks, to be paid for out of the contingent
fund. Adopted, * '

(Senator Flanagan in the Chair.)
Senator Bradshaw, offered the followingr
resolution : :

Resoleed,  That  the  sergeafit-at-arms
be, and is hereby required to purchase oil,
fuel, and such other things as mny he ne-
cessary for the use of the Nenate for' three
woeks, to be paid for out of the contingent.
fund. Adopted.

Senntor Flanngan offered tha following
resolution:
Rewolred, That the

sergeant at-urms be
instructed {o hive

the desks of Renators

put in order, that our stationery may be so-
cure. Adopted. . -

Senater Parker moved to adjourn until &
o'clock p. M. this evening. )

Senator. Swift moved ta amend by insert-
ing 9 o'clock A. M. to-morrow. The amend-
ment was accepted and tho motion adopted
as amended, <7 L

_ TIIIRD DAY.
SENATE CHAMBER, |
AvusTiN, January 15, 1874.

Scpate met pursuant to adjournment,
Prayer by Rev. R. C. Burlesen. Roll’
called; quorum present.

Absent—Baker, Culberson, Dwyer, Mor-
ris and Stirman.

Minutes of yesterday read and adopted.

Lieutenant Governor Jones was invited
by the President pro tem. to a seat within the
bar of the Senate. ' _

The rules of the-Senate wero read by the
secretary, for the information of Senators.

Busly Stell and ‘Arthur Lee Forbes were
appointed as second and third pages of the
Senate. }

(Senatur Ledbetter in the chair.)

Senator Parker offered the followin
oution, which, on motion of Senator
fall,” was adopted :

Ihesvleed, That the sccretary be instructed
to furnish each Senator with a copy of the
rules of the Senate as soon as, practicable.

(Senator Ireland in the chair.)

Scnator Dillard appeared before the bar
of the Scnate, and announced that, the
joint committee had arrived at a definite
conclusion, and would be ready to report in
one hour and a half.

On motion of Senator Westfall, the Scu-
ate adjourned until 12:30 p. a1,

r
AFTERNOON SESSTON.

res-
est-

Senate met. Roll called.  There being
no quorum present, on motion of Senator
Dillard, the Senate adjourned until 2:80
r. M. .

S8cnate met pursuant to adjournment.
Roll called. Quorum present. :

‘1. H. Russell, Scnator elect from th

.Thirtieth Stnatorial District, came forward

and was sworn in.

Senator Dillard submitted 'a repert from
the joint committee who were appointed to
take into consideration the answer of his
Excellency the Governor, on their inform-
ing him of the organization of the Four-
teenth Legislature:

Hon. John Ireland, President of the Senate:

Your committee, appointed by the Senate
to nct in conjunction with a like committeo
on the purt of the House for the purpose of



